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Sir: 

This information disclosure statement is being filed 
before the mailing of a first Office Action on the 
merits . 

The following information is being disclosed to the 
Patent and Trademark Office as information that may be 
material to the examination of the above-identified 
patent application. 

The above-identified patent ' application has a 
corresponding European Patent Application No. EP 
99660164. Applicants' attorney encloses a copy of a 
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European Search Report issued on the corresponding 
European Patent Application No, EP 99660164. The Search 
Report cited United States Patent Nos. US 5,765,027, US 
5,646,635, German Patent Application Nos. DE 29711698, DE 
19612203, European Patent Application Nos. EP 0763939, EP 
0860980 and Patent Abstracts of Japan document No. JP 
10164171. Applicants' attorney also encloses a copy of 
Japanese Patent Abstract document No. 4-170881, which was 
provided by the applicant and may be considered relevant. 

Copies of the European Search ^ Report and the cited 
references are enclosed together with PTO-Form 1449. 

The filing of this Statement is not to be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made regarding the 
claimed invention (37 C.F.R. §1.97 (g)) or that no other 
possible material information exists. In addition, the 
filing of this Information Disclosure Statement is not to 
be construed to be an admission that the information 
cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability (37 C.F.R. §1. 97(h)). 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment 
for any additional fees associated with this 
communication or credit any over payment to Deposit 
Account No. 16-1350. 
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TFICATE OF MAILING 



I hereby certify that this Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement, European Search Report, PTO-Form 1449, 
and cited references are being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service on the date indicated below as first 
class mail in an envelope address to the Commissioner of 
Patents, Washington, D,C. 20231. 





